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B Madonna, who recently 
withdrew her petition for di- 
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pn. Her hair was brown. 
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Nixon Wanted 
Information on 
Gay Reporters 

By Rick DelVecchid 

The Nixon administration 
a.skcd the FBI in 1970 for infor- 
mation on "known and suspect- 
ed” homosexuals in the Wash- 
ington press corps, according to 
a memo obtained by a Berkeley 
researcher. 

The one-page memo, signed by 
J. Edgar Hoover and dated Nov. 25, 
1970, said that Nixon chief of staff 
H. R. Haldeman called and "stated 
the president wanted to'ask ... for a 
rundown on the homosexuals 
known and suspected in the VVash- 
ington press corps.” 

“I thought we have some of the 
material,” the memo went on. "Mr. 
Haldeman mentioned (name or 
names deleted) and some of the oth- 
ers rumored generally to be and 
also w'hether we had any other 
stuff; that he, the president, has an 
interest in what, if anything else, we 
know.” 

“J told Mr. Haldeman I would 
get after that right away, and we 
ought to be able to send it over 
certainly not later than Friday,” 
concluded the memo, which was ad- 
dressed to five of the FBI director’s 
assistants. 


Thursday, December 24, 1987 


Robert Ranftel, a researcher 
who obtained the memo under the 
Freedom of Information Act, said 
he was told by the FBI that the 
White House at one time possessed a 
list of the names of suspected gay 
journalists but that the information 
has been destroyed. 

Ranftel, who is investigating 
old FBI files for the newsletter Fair- 
ness and Accuracy in Reporting, 
has made a new request to confirm 
that the file no longer exists. 

Ranftel, who has worked.on ex- 
poses of the assassination of Presi- 
dent John F. Kennedy and the 
death of Marilyn Monroe, said Hal- 
deman told him last week that he 
knew nothing of the memo. "He 
very sincerely said eight different 
ways, i don’t remember.’ ” 

The Wfashington Post quoted.. 
Haldeman as . saying the fioover 
note "rings no bells at all.” 

The memo does not shed light 
on any unexplained cases of harass- 
ment of individual journalists dur- 
ing the pre-Watergate Nixon years 
but serves as a reminder of the for- 
mer president’s bitterness toward 
the press at a time when the nation 
was split by Vietnam, Ranftel said. 

The researcher said there is al- 
so a lesson in the memo for journal- 
ists. 

"That’s not a new game,” he 
said, referring to press investiga- 
tions into the private lives of Demo- 
cratic presidential candidate Gary 
Hart and other public figures. "i\’s 
just that the sides have changed.’* 



•omeje, Diahan 
“"“'■'iand a tro 
concert i| cheerlec 
venture ^ed in the 
Days isj the Persi. 


No A 



Washinglo 


plans to CO 


wide list o(ted 
pie whose 
conduct” \>(ess 
eligible 
grants, sch 
sidies and 

The Gerj 
tration woiq 
accordance 
posed by the 
and Budget., 
have until 
the regulatij 
effect in Mav 

Individu 
have their | 


govor 
tion i 
bla^'k. 
gover 


dures for barring-'peup 


